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appearance holds sway in our ordinary life. For
instance, as regards the earth's motion round
its own axis and round the sun, it is only com-
paratively recently, at least in the West, that
the discovery has been made and accepted that
the facts are exactly the contrary of appearance.

We do not see the stars in the sky as it
appears to us by day. Yet the stars are there,
and if we had a sight that can be projected like
light rays' into space, we would see them as
resplendent suns in a gradation of magnitudes,
orb upon orb, wheel within gigantic wheel.

Another instance, still concerned with matter
but in which the perceptions of our normal con-
sciousness are more intricately involved, is that
of the seeming solidity of so many objects
around us, such as our tables, houses, trees and
metals. The researches of science, both into
the minute particles of which all things are com-
posed and into the infinite regions of the stars,
have now established that there is an emptiness
of matter as we know it everywhere in the
universe. Sir James Jeans thus explains the
emptiness : (< Choose a point in space at
random, and the odds against its being occupied
by a star are enormous, . . . Choose a spot